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Dear Malcolm,

Thank you for your email on behalf of Swindon Tenants Campaign Group with 
questions to Parliamentary Candidates about housing. I was sorry the UKIP 
candidates were not included in your email as I believe they should be held to 
account for their policies, which are definitely not in the interests of those living 
in rented accommodation, and anyone trying to get on the council housing list.

I’m proud of Labour’s record on housing in Government: we created the largest 
increase in net housing in 30 years. Annual housing supply in England reached 
207,500 net additional dwellings in 2007-08; the highest annual level of net 
housing supply in the last thirty years. Between 1997 and 2010, nearly 2 million 
more homes were built in England, including half a million affordable homes. 
Labour delivered 256,000 additional affordable homes in its last 5 years in 
office.

During the recession, Labour acted to keep people in their homes, preventing 
the mass repossessions of the 1980s and increased investment in housing to 
provide the homes that people need and secure constructions jobs. As well as 
funding to build 112,000 affordable homes during the recession, we maintained 
and created 160,000 jobs and 3,000 apprenticeships for young people.

Labour also improved housing standards: inheriting from the Tories in 1997 a 
£19 billion backlog in repairs, we brought 1.5 million social homes up to a 
decent standard through the Decent Homes Programme, including fitting over 
700,000 new kitchens, 525,000 new bathrooms and over 1 million new central 
heating systems at a cost of £33bn. The number of social rented homes in a 
non-decent, poor condition fell by 75% under the last Labour Government.

Statutory homelessness (households found to be in priority need and 
unintentionally homeless) fell by 70% under Labour from 135,000 in 2003/4 to 
40,000 in 2009/10.

Thanks to inaction from the Conservative and Liberal Democrat Government, 
there is an acute housing shortage nationally and in Swindon. Labour in contrast 
will get 200,000 homes built a year by 2020. This will close the gap between the 
number of homes we build and the number of homes we need, as well as 
providing up to 230,000 jobs in construction. We will unblock the supply of new 
homes by giving local authorities "use it or lose it" powers over developers who 
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hoard land that has planning permission so that they can sell it on for a bigger 
profit, instead of building on it now. 

Most of the 200,000 homes will come from the private sector and be financed 
by private capital. What government will do is to drive through the reforms 
needed to ensure that the private sector is building as many homes as possible. 
Obviously, we will also look to support Housing Associations and local 
authorities through capital investment as governments have always done. We 
will set out our spending plans in due course but we have been very clear 
that we will prioritise capital investment on housing.

The next Labour Government will deliver a new generation of New Towns and 
Garden Cities, and give a new "right to grow" to communities who want to 
expand but are blocked by neighbouring local authorities. We will tackle empty 
homes by giving councils more power to charge higher rates of council tax on 
empty properties, and ensure new homes are advertised in the UK first, not 
overseas.

Locally the Labour Group on Swindon Borough Council supports increased social 
and affordable housing; their motion to include 40 per cent of the new build to 
the East of the A419 as social and affordable housing was sadly voted down by 
the Conservative Group. Our local Labour Councillors will keep fighting for a 
bigger proportion of new build to be social and affordable, and I support them 
totally. 

‘Affordable rent’ appears to be one of those weasel phrases that means the 
opposite to what it says. I do not support higher rents for so called affordable 
homes; this is a tax on future council tenants through the back door. 

I believe we need more decent homes on secure tenancies to rent at a 
reasonable cost, including more council houses. I am very concerned at the 
growth of private landlords in Swindon and the instability this creates for 
tenants: six month tenancies, high deposits and rip off rents. These tenancies 
are a world away from council tenancies; my fear is that a future Conservative 
Government will seek to weaken council and housing association tenants’ rights.

In England nine million people are living in rented homes today, over a million 
families and over two million children. They are now paying on average over 
£1000 a year more in rent than they did in 2010. That’s why Labour will reform 
the private rented sector so tenants and landlords can both get a fair deal. 

The next Labour government will change the law to make three-year tenancies 
the norm and protect against excessive rent increases to give tenants the 
stability they deserve.  We will ban unfair letting agents’ fees for tenants, saving 
renters an average of £350 in costs each time they move – and an average of 
£624 for the average renter over the Parliament.

We have also set out plans to introduce a national register of landlords and 
increase flexibility for local authorities to introduce licensing schemes in order 
to drive up standards across the sector. We’ll also bring an end to cold homes 
by setting a new target to upgrade the energy efficiency of properties in the 
private rented sector. Swindon will need to increase the number of enforcement 
officers to deal with the demands set by the next Labour government.
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I agree that it is not good practice to mix generations and different interest 
groups. That the council is doing it suggests they are desperate for 
accommodation. Some of the sheltered accommodation in Swindon needs 
updating and it is difficult to find retired people to move into it; in addition there 
is an acute shortage of housing for single people and families. Due to the 
Bedroom Tax, there is also a shortage of smaller rented properties for people to 
move into. Future housing development should start from the needs of the 
community, including single people. 

Finally, only Labour government will abolish the Bedroom Tax. If the Tories win 
and the Bedroom Tax is not abolished, it will cost each family affected £3,800 
over the course of the next Parliament. Two thirds of the households affected 
include a person with a disability and the tax also hits 60,000 carers. For the 
vast majority of those affected, there is nowhere smaller to move to, hitting 
vulnerable people through no fault of their own. 

Britain's housing shortage is part of the cost-of-living crisis, and the Tories are 
making it worse. Millions of working people cannot buy the homes they want – 
today it takes an average family 22 years to save for a proper deposit on a 
home, and the nine million people who rent privately are finding rent payments 
increasing faster than wages. In some parts of the country, tens of thousands of 
homes are standing empty while new homes are sold to foreign buyers. 

Labour will take action to help solve the housing and rental crisis in this country: 
as a child I grew up in a council house and experienced decent housing unlike 
previous generations of my family. I will be fighting to ensure future generations 
benefit from decent, affordable housing.

Best wishes

Anne Snelgrove 
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